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CURRICULUM 
1. What subjects were studied? 
All subjects, I sometimes had someone in every grade. 
That was a shock after teaching in the town schools. There 
was no kindergarten, just grades 1 through 8. 
2. What was the length of the school day and school year? 
The school day was 9 to 4. School started in September 
and ended in May. 
3. What teaching methods were used? 
Well, I took the teaching block twice, so I presume I used 
all the teaching methods used today . 
4. What teaching aids were made available? 
We didn't have any aids like movies. We did have maps 
and textbooks. 
How did this improve teaching over what you were doing 
previously? 
It definitely made things very challenging . 
5. Were any special classes or unique educational services 
offered? (special education, LD, Title reading programs) 
No, there were no special classes. We did have art, music 
and physical education. I took care of all of those. 
6. Describe a typical school day curriculum. 
Very busy. This is something that was very amazing to 
me, that in spite of the fact that there was sometimes a child 
in one class that always had a lot to do, we didn't have anyone 
that seemed to just sit because we had a reading area and when 
they finished their work they could go over to the library area 
and do their reading (this was in the one school that was modern . ) 
7. What were the amount of different classes given at one time? 
I would give instruction to one group , go on and give directions 
to the other groups and so on . Then I would periodically check 
back to see how they were doing . 
8. Were competency tests (grade level tests) taken for promotion 
purposes? 
Yes, I think that we had tests. We had county superintendents 
that visited and county nurses. We did use standardized tests. 
CURRICULUM (Continued) 
9 . Did have a library? 
Not per se. In the last school, yes we did. We had a 
library area. I thought we had a very adequate library. In 
the other buildings we simply did not have a library . 
10. How did you decide on a textbook? 
They decided in town and we used the same books. 
Where did they come from? 
The school district supplied them . 
11 . . What was the atmosphere of the educational program? (strict, 
loose, cold, warm) 
Well, it couldn't be cold when you're in a small classroom 
with ten kids . That usually comprised about 4 families . They 
were all neighbors, mostly on the same economic leveland the 
smae background. They were all very well acquainted before 
I arrived on the scene. We did not have a telephone in the 
first school and I had one put in . It was lucky because we 
had a serious accident and had to rush a boy to the hospital, 
so that was a God-send . 
12. What were some rules of the school that may be different 
from today? 
I don't think that the rules were that different from what 
they are today. Of course a teacher had to be on the playground. 
I was a little surprised that the school board called the shots 
in that if they didn't want one of the children out in the cold 
weather, they wanted them in, others didn't want them in for 
any reason. You know in a public school system in town which 
I was used to, everybody went out and there was no pressure 
from anybody . In the area school the families had more to say 
about all that. Another thing that was different from the town 
schools was that we didn't have much equipment . The whole school 
played together. That was unique in that 1st through 8th graders 
all played together. 
13. What were some special observances of your school? (Christmas 
programs, spelling bees, music contests, etc . ) 
We always had a big Christmas program and in those days 
the different rural schools played softball. Several of the 
schools would get together and would play ball . The last hour 
of the day a school would come over and we would play or we'd 
go over to their school for special occasions . 
14. Did 
No . 
school have a graduation exercise? 
TEACHER EXPECTATION/DISCIPLINE 
1. Describe a typical day before and after school . 
In the morning the teacher was always there and the child r e n 
would play on the school yard until school star ted . This was 
not necessarily supervised play. After school (this was always 
the thing that was a big shock to me) you stayed until every 
child was picked up . I thought there was a real danger in me 
going home with anyone on the school ground . I had one family 
that didn ' t pick up their child until about 5 : 30 on Friday nights . 
I never did understand why . The parents just said "just go 
on home, don't worry and wait on us ." So the two years that 
I was at that school I always knew that I would be home very 
late on Friday nights. I couldn't just go and not have them 
pick her up. 
2 . How are teaching ways or habits different now than when 
you taught? 
Of course in those days we certainly taught phonics, and 
the kids could certainly spell. I think they read ver y satisfac-
torily. I quess that isn't a fair statement because ~I think 
my grandchildren here in town have excellent instruction - We 
did a lot of poetry. We did the flag salute and sang in the 
mornings. We probably didn ' t sing well but we did have a good 
time. We did have a piano in one of my schools and we utilized 
that . When we had programs everyone felt special because with 
a small group everyone had lots to do . Everyone felt a closeness 
to everyone else in the school. 
3 . How were teachet's expected to conduct themselves in the 
community? (code of ethics and morals) 
I didn't really get into much of that. Of course back 
in the SO's they were pretty broad minded . Back when I taught 
in town in the 40's they were very watchful of the teachers to 
make sure they didn"t do anything immor al . I was married, had 
children and my age was comparable to most of the parents so 
I didn't find that a problem. 
4. Were you in charge of any extracur ricular activities? 
We took educational trips and that kind of thing . The 
country kids would get to go to town . 
5 . Was there a problem of teacher turnover? Causes of it? 
Well, because there was such a shor tage of teachers I'm 
sure that was a problem. The problem would be when a teacher 
would move to another school. One year I thought the school 
I taught in would close so I went over to another school . The 
new school had better roads to it . 
TEACHER EXPECTATION/DISCIPLINE (Continued) 
6. Did more than one teacher work in the school? 
No . 
7 . Was there a principal for the school? 
No. 
8. What evaluation system vas used for the teachers? 
I don't know if they had an evaluation system . 
nice recommendations. 
I did get some 
9. How were discipline problems with the children handled? 
We really didn't have a lot of discipline problems . I had 
a little understanding that the older children weren't going 
to pick on the younger children . I told them "I want you to 
work in a one room school so that the others can do their thing . " 
You can't have a high noise level . "When we play we play hard . " 
I had a good time and I hope the children did too . 
10 . Did the female teachers handle discipline differently than 
the male teachers? 
I can't see that there would be a difference . 
1 1 . Where did you live while teaching at 
I lived in town .. 
school? 
12 . How much schooling did you have in order to teach? 
I had all but just a few hours because just as soon as I 
completed teaching in that last girls' school I got my degree . 
That was after my fourth year . I ' d already had the block. You 
used to have to go to two years and then go back and then do 
it again. 
BUILDING/SUPPLIES 
1 . When was the schoolhouse built? By whom? Why? 
I don ' t really know . 
10 to 15 years old and it 
were quite old. I'm sure 
community. 
·I would say that one school was probably 
was built in the 40's. The other schools 
they were built by people in the surrounding 
2. What materials were used to build the schoolhouse? Where 
did it come from? 
Two of them were wooden and one was cement block . 
3. Was school a public school? 
Yes. They were all part of the Ellis County Rural Schools . 
4. What type of heating, lighting and toilets were available? 
We had space heaters in the two oldest schools . The first 
school had a potbelly stove that we used coal in . The second 
had a butane space heater. The modern school had a furnace in 
the basement. The first two school had outhouses . The modern 
school had indoor plumbing. The one thing I could never understand 
about the one rural school was that they turned off the heat 
on Friday and then every Monday in the winter time we would have 
to sit in our coats until about 1 o'clock because it was so cold . 
I'm sure they thought they were conserving fuel but it sure did 
make everyone dread Mondays! There was just no way that you 
could be warm . 
We had oil lights in the first two schools and electric 
in the other . 
5. How did the school get its water? 
My husband had to try to help me remember this . We had 
wells. That first school was so primitive . Tha last school 
had running water, a kitchen and a basement . It was also used 
as a community center. It was very modern for that day . 
6. What is the significance of the school name? 
I think the locale had something to do with it . Spring 
Hill, Pleasant Hill and Good Hope were the names of the schools . 
7 . Describe the interior of the schools? 
The first school was very primitive with one very small 
room. It had what we called a cloakroom . You came in from the 
outside and that's where we kept the water and then you entered 
the one room of the school. The second school had a basement 
where we could play if we needed to and it had outdoor bathrooms . 
It wasn't that more modern it just had more space. The first 
BUILDING/SUPPLIES (Continued) 
school would have snow blow in through the walls in the winter. 
The most modern school had a large classroom, a separate kitchen, 
separate restrooms and a ba~ement. 
8. Who was in charge of the upkeep of the building? 
I did the janitorial work but as far as anything going wrong 
with the building, the school board was in charge . 
9. What special events happened at the school? 
The third building was used as a community building. School 
parties and plays were about the only special things the other 
buildings were used for . 
10. What physical changes occurred to the schoolhouse during 
t~e years you taught there? Before ar after? 
Nothing happened while I was there. Two of the buildings 
are still standing . I'm not sure what their uses are today . 
11. What were some of the physical problems of the building? 
The first school would have snow blow in in the winter . 
The second building was cold but I think that was a problem that 
could have been solved if they had left the heat on over the 
weekend. The third building was very modern. 
12. What happened to the schoolhouse? 
I don't know. Two are still standing . 
13 . What happened to the equipment and supplies after the school 
closed? 
I have no idea. 
STUDENTS 
1. What was the usual age a child began school? Did this age vary? 
They had to be 6 before a certain date . No. 
2. Did many children move in and out of school during the year? 
No, the number was usually constant all year . 
3. What was the greatest distance traveled by any student and what 
was the mode of transportation? 
Five miles was probably the farthest. They were just rural 
people . Most of the came in cars or trucks . One family walked . 
4. How did most students get to school? (walk, ride horse, 
auto,bus) 
We had one very poor family that the children walked. They 
were never picked up one time. I'm sure they walked 2\ to 3 
miles each way. The others came by car or truck. 
5. How many students went to the school? 
The average was ten students at once. 
6. What grade levels did you teach? 
I taught 1st through 8th grade . 
7. What type of occ~pations did the students usually take up? 
They"ve all done very well. They "ve all gone on and done 
quite well. They are some that got their degrees, some in business 
and music. Most all of them were achievers . The family that 
was very poor -by that I mean that they hardly had anything to 
eat, they have still been worthwhile people. I don't know how 
many students went on to college. 
8. Did the students of _____ school come from a particular_ .. ; 
cultural or heritage background? 
They were almost all German descent. Some of them were farmers 
and some of them lived in the country and worked in town. I 
had one child who came to school whose parents were on the school 
board and he didn't speak a word of English. I didn't speak 
German, I could understand it a little so I called the mother 
and said "you forgot to tell me that Larry didn't speak English" 
and she said "Well,I won't let his speak a word of German at 
home and you don't let his speak German at school and we'll take 
care of that!" Within six weeks he was speaking English. His 
older brothers and sisters went to school and spoke English, 
his parents spoke English, but baby was at home and talked to 
STUDENTS 
Grandma a lot and it just didn't seem necessary . It WdS interesting ! 
I had a little girl in town that had come from Germany and 
of course I expected her td speak German so at least I had a 
little experience with it . 
9. What was the average number of years a student spent in 
school? 
8 years . We very rarely had anyone miss school. The families 
were pretty serious about the children having an education and 
there wasn't even much truancy . They brought them to school 
and they knew they were going to be there . There were an awful 
lot of kids that went on to high school . 
10. Are there any outstanding students from school? 
No, I do know that some of them went on to teach at the 
college level. 
11. What was the dress and overall appearance of the students? 
One thing nice about being in a rural school is the fact 
that they were dressed similarly, clean, sensible clothing. 
They policed their own group . If they didn't think that someone 
looked right they were quick to tell . Several of them were related 
to each other so they would tell- these were no-nonsense kids! 
If they thought someone looked a little bad they'd tell me about 
it. They obviously also told the person. If they were wealthy 
they didn't flaunt it. They were all dressed similarly . They 
all got along well .. 
12. What was the cost of education to the student and his family? 
I don't know. It was never discussed . 
SCHOOL DISTRICT/COMMUNITY (Continued) 
We played softball . When we had programs we got the wor d 
out and everyone came . 
9. Are there any controversies surrounding 
No. 
school? 
10. Did the school make any lasting contributions to the community? 
I think that the school just meshed with the community. 
They were so much a part of each other I don ' t think you'd know 
who was making a contribution. 
11. Why did the school close? 
Because of bussing and a lack of attendance . The families 
have grown up and the new family units were smaller . 
SCHOOL DISTRICT/COMMUNITY 
Why was the school built? 
I think they located t~e school so that the families wouldn 't 
have to drive to town . A lot of these children's older brothe.r:s 
and sisters were being sent to town . 
2. What were the boundaries of the school's jurisdiction? 
I don't know . I'm sure they had them . They had their own 
little school district . We did have at least one child who went 
to town with an older brother or sister and attended either public 
or private school. 
3. Was the schoolhouse used for community social activities 
as well as for education? 
The third school was also used as a community center. 
4. What were some traditions peculiar to school? 
The one thing that shocked me was that the group I had called 
me "Teacher." Not by my name . I could never really accomplish 
much along those lines. When I first taught I was called Miss 
Betty, later I was called Mrs . Schlagle. I don't know if they 
had done this for a hundred years or if they referr ed to me as 
this at home, but they always called me teacher . I knew they 
knew my name because they used to call me at home on the telephone . 
Maybe to them it was a term of respect. 
5 . Was th•!re a school board for your school? Do you remember 
any school board member names? Any deceased? 
They were all Ellis County Rural Schools . Mr . and Mrs . 
Zimmerman, Mrs. Haselhorst, Mr . Irvin , Mr. Kinderknecht, Mr . 
Pfeifer, Mr. Rohr, Mr . Pfannenstiel and Mr . Younger. You notice 
they were all men except two! 
6. Did 
No. 
have an organization similar to a PTA? 
7 . Who hired and fired the teachers? Did anyone else have 
input? 
The school board did the hiring and firing . The parents 
would certainly voice their opinions . One person that was very 
powerful was the county health nurse. She would come out to 
the building and find something wrong . If she told someone to 
do something- it got done! I was really impressed with her . 
8. Did any activities take place between schools? 
FINANCE 
1. Was the land purchased or given to the school? 
I really don't know . ·I always wondered if the last school 
wasn't a WPA project. It was so nice . 
2. Where did the funds for the construction of the school come 
from? 
I don't know. The school board I would think . 
3 . Did the community help finance the construction? How? 
4 . 
I don't know . 
How much did it cost a student to enroll in 
I don't know . 
school? 
5. What was your salary when you first started teaching? What 
was your salary your last year of teaching? 
I made $100.00 a month in town when I first started teaching . 
I think the last year I taught in the rural schools it was $200 . 00 
a month. The last year I taught I think it was $300 . 00 a month . 
6 . How was you salary determined? By Whom? 
It vasn't determined on length of service . If you stayed 
you got a little more . They were so desperate I imagine if you 
haggled you could have gotten a little more . They paid I guess 
the going rate. 
7. Did a teacher have a voice in salary decisions? 
No. 
8. How did you get your paycheck? 
I think they just gave us a check once a month. I think 
they just brought it by- they might have mailed it . I don't 
remember . 
INTERESTING COMMENTS LEARNED FROM THE ORAL HISTORY 
NOT INCLUDED AS QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED 
"I found teaching in a one room school very challenging . I felt 
that if you could do a good job there you would be ready for 
anything that came your way." 
"Children from the other classes would pitch in and help the 
others if they were stuck with their lessons." 
"I had third graders that I took clear back to the pre-primers . 
I worked at their ability levels . If they were only able to 
read at the first grade level they weren't going to be able to 
do third grade work. We just worked through it if it took us 
one full year." 
